
RIDE IMPRESSION: 2006 TM EN530Fes<

ome bikes you lust don't
stop and look at twice.
The TM EN530Fes is
nofsuch a bike. l t  cr ies
out for attention and

wears its top-notch componentry
as proudly as a punk wears his
f lesh-piercing safety pins and
tattoos. All the big-hitters are here:
0hl ins st ickers dangle off the
bike's bouncy bits, the anodised
rims are clearly branded Excel,
Brembo owns the braking duties
and your hands rest on Reikon
bars. l f  you were gunna bui ld your
own special project, chances are
that the shopping l ist would be
pretty similar.

The 2006 EN530Fes benefi is
from a host of improvements. The
cyl inder head goes on a diet,
which helps reduce the engine's
weight by half a ki lo. There's atso
a wider cam-chain,  which
increases service l i fe, an
automatic cam-charn adjuster,
and rubber-mounted bars. The
0hlins forks have revised
internals, as has the shock, and
the seat gets a new profi le. Add in
the new graphics and you have
the updated bike.

So the TM does a fine job of
elevating itself above the pack. But,
as l i fe shows, just being beauti ful
doesn't cut it long-term - there's
gotta be a bit more goin' on.

Swing a leg over and i t 's clear

the TM means business. l t 's a
company trait  that the bikes err
more towards competit ion than
just plodding around; the 530
feels f i t  at a standsti l l .  The seat
supports, without being too
sumptuous, the bars feel r ight for
enduro (though a bit  too high for
more serious, twisty stuff) and it
carr ies i ts sub-120kg self  wel l .
The pegs feel just right, as does
the transit ion from standing to
being seated.

a predictable trajectory
The TM has a kickstarter but the

button becomes second nature.
With a piston the size of a baby's
head, i t  can struggle a tad up in
the height of TDC, but a t ickle on
the manual decompression lever
helps i t  through and i t  f i res easi ly
from there. Throughout the test,
the battery pumped strongly,
never giving us any concern ihat
i t  would run f lat.

And when it does fire, boy does it
f i re. With the burnt gases exit ing
through the Giannel l i  can, the TM
bursts into l i fe, i ts voice loud and
low. Even with that massive piston
trying to tear its way to freedom,
there's less vibration than you'd
think from the engine. l t  actual ly
feels smoother than i ts baby

Beauty in blue: The EN530Fes stands
out from the crowd - even when it's
on its own. The engine's a gem - big
smooth power with an ultra lineal
power curve. Just a tickle of the
decompression lever helps the starter
push the huge piston over TDC.

brother 450.
Simply grab a gear and your arse

is very quickly launched out of
there. With the motor's abundance
of torque, gear selection becomes
a novelty rather than a necessity,
On our four-minute test loop, it
was so easy to ride the straights
and berms using only two of the
five gears. For tighter stuff, the TM
is over-geared. Show it a fire trail
though and the well-spaced ratios
wil l  have your nose running red

ectedly launched into

before you can shout "bloody
hel l ! "  The hydraul ic c lutch can
feel notchy in the middle of i ts
action ihough i t 's constant and
something you can easi ly l ive with.

The motor lays down torque in
huge, predictable waves. The
power curve is as l inear as a jet
leaving Sydney Airport,  with no
real surges along the way. Loading
the bike up in the dry and f ine-
sand condit ions could coax the
motor rnto the beginnings of
bogging and the bike felt  sl ightly
r ich at our alt i tude. l t 's an easy
motor to use and is fair ly hard to
stal l .  This wi l l  see you r ight  as
your body t ires with distance.

The chassis is well  balanced and
suited to the weight and power of
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